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Covers  Conservation  Comer 

Good  news!  The  Tule  Elk  are  re- 
turning to  a portion  of  then-  original 
range  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  A 
small  band  of  cows  and  bulls  were 
recently  transplanted  from  the  San 
Diego  Zoo  Farm  to  the  San  Luis  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  north  of  Los 
Banos  where  adequate  fencing  was 
provided  to  confine  them.  We  would 
like  to  see  them  next  in  the  Pt.  Reyes 
Seashore,  but  here  again  a large  in- 
vestment in  restrictive  fencing  ^vill  be 
required. 

With  the  elimination  of  annual  hunting,  the  exotic  Fallow  and  Axis 
Deer  in  the  Seashore  have  multiplied  by  hundreds.  They  are  disease- 
ridden  and  are  taking  a heavy  toll  of  plant-life,  including  some  of  the 
endemic  species.  Like  the  destructive  burros  on  federal  and  state  des- 
ert ranges,  their  population  demands  management.  Under  law,  national 
seashores  and  recreation  areas  can  set  up  controlled  hunts.  If  the  Na- 
tional Park  Service  decides  on  tliis  means  of  deer  herd  reduction  at  Pt. 
Reyes,  we  sincerely  hope  they  will  not  be  confronted  by  misguided 
“protectionist”  groups  when  the  irreplacable  plant  and  wildlife  habitats  of 
Pt.  Reyes  are  at  stake. 

The  most  exciting  item  I could  find  in  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  En- 
gineers’ 200  page  “Composite  Environmental  Statement  for  the  Main- 
tenance Dredging  of  Federal  Navigation  Projects  in  San  Francisco  Bay” 
(whew!)  was  one  that  described  the  “Creation  of  Saltmarsh  Habitat.” 

Already  a 110-acre  test  site  has  been  developed  at  tlie  mouth  of  Alameda 
Creek  just  north  of  Coyote  Hills.  While  the  costs  of  dredging  and  en- 
gineering this  site  exceeded  $1  million,  it  is  estimated  that  cordgrass  and 
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salicornia  can  be  established  in  this  future  marsh  for  about  $25,000.  This 
could  mean  new  marshes  for  our  Bay. 

Disturbing  news  for  pleasure  boat  owners  — and  a possible  break  for 
shorebirds,  waterfowl,  and  tideflat  animals  — was  revealed  in  a recent 
column  by  Fred  Garretson  in  the  Oakland  Tribune.  Yacht  harbors  at 
Palo  Alto,  Redwood  Gity,  and  Alviso  are  in  trouble.  Unless  solid  land- 
fill sites  can  be  found,  harbor  and  channel  dredgings  can  no  longer  be 
dumped  upon  adjacent  marslilands  but  will  have  to  be  hauled  to  the 
ai:>proved  dump  site  off  Alcatraz.  Palo  Alto  can  tiace  its  predicament  to 
the  flood  control  engineers  who  diverted  San  Francisquito  Greek  which 
once  maintained  the  boat  channel  with  its  natural  flow. 

Elsewhere  on  the  Bay,  it  appears  Emeryville  somehow  managed  to  fill 
an  unauthorized  five  acres  or  500  linear  feet  in  its  marina  development. 
The  Bay  Gonservation  and  Development  Gommission  decided  in  March 
to  monitor  progress  on  this  project.  Emeryville  Major  Wallace  Fo.x 
claims  that  BGDG  approved  the  project  maps  and  drawings.  Whatever 
the  final  decision  is,  we  would  hate  to  see  our  neighbors  forced  to  truck 
that  fill  back  where  it  came  from.  Why  not  make  amends  by  dedicating 
the  equivalent  value  in  acreage  at  the  Emeryville  Grescent  Alarsh  “to 
the  birds”? 

When  Merritt  Gollege  was  built  on  a once-lovely  canyon  and  ridge-top 
site  in  the  Oakland  Hills,  tlu'ee  “untochable  islands”  of  native  vegetation 
were  set  aside  within  the  campus.  Now  we  find  the  administration  edg- 
ing into  one  of  these  areas  for  a new  tennis  court.  Also  many  of  the 
grassy  slopes  encircling  the  campus  are  being  demolished  by  die  cycle 
hill-climbers.  How  about  this,  Merritt  Gollege? 

—PAUL  GOVEL,  Conservation  Chairman 


I MAY  GENERAL  MEETING  — A SPECIAL  WORKSHOP 

JYou  are  invited  to  participate  in  tlie  planning  and  future  develop- 
ment of  the  newly  created  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area  ^ 
^ (GGNRA)  and  Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore. 

^ The  GGNRA  and  the  Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore  want  our  ideas.  ^ 
The  use  of  34,000  acres  of  land  and  water  is  at  stake.  Representa-  % 
tives  will  describe  the  land  and  the  opportunities  within  the  parks.  X 
This  meeting  offers  a real  chance  to  be  a part  of  the  planning 
process.  Collect  your  ideas;  come  to  the  meeting  and  share  them. 

^ Only  by  participation  can  we  hope  to  have  our  parks  reflect  our 
X concerns  and  interests. 

? The  date:  Thursday,  May  8,  7:30  p.m.  ? 

t The  place:  Rotary  Science  Center,  Lake  Merritt  T 

I Oakland.  % 

I -DOLORES  WHITE,  Program  Chairperson  *| 
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VNNIIAL  JUNE  DINNER 

Thursday,  June  12  is  the  date  for  the  annual  June  dinner.  Last  year 
125  people  enjoyed  a memorable  evening,  so  be  sure  and  send  in  your 
reservations  early.  Request  for  reservations  and  a check  for  $4.00  should 
be  sent  to  Martha  H.  Scherf,  754  3rd  Avenue,  San  Francisco  94118. 
Deadline  for  reserv^ations  is  June  9. 

Mark  the  date,  Thursday,  June  12,  on  your  calendar.  The  place:  the 
First  Unitarian  Church,  Franklin  and  Ceary  Streets,  San  Francisco. 

^ ^ it  ^ 

A REMINDER 

Family  Day  at  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch 
Sunday,  May  18, 10:30  a.m. 

Bring  your  lunch,  children  and  grandchildren, 
and  join  the  fun. 

There  will  be  special  activities, 
games,  and  prizes  for  the  kids. 


May  2,  3,  & 4,  Friday,  Saturday  & 
.Sunday 

Pinnacles  National  Monument. 
Campsite  No.  6 in  Chalone  Annex 
group  campground  has  been  reserved 
for  us  for  Friday  and  Saturday  nights. 
Birding  trips  vsall  start  from  the  camp- 
site between  6:30  and  7:00  on  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  mornings.  For  further 
details  see  April  Gull. 

May  10,  Saturday 

Meet  at  Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore  headquarters  near  Olema  in 
Marin  County  at  7:30  a.m.  for  a short  “birding  by  ear”  walk,  and  at  9:30 
at  the  same  place  to  travel  by  caravan  to  the  trailhead  for  a 5-6  mile 
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leisurely  biid  hike.  Bring  lunch  in  a knapsack.  Leader:  Marie  Mans 
(284-7681). 

May  11,  Sunday 

Mt.  Diablo  State  Park.  Approach  via  Diablo  Rd.  out  of  Danville.  Meet 
at  8:30  a.m.  on  tlie  road  about  M mile  below  the  south  entrance  station. 
Bring  lunch  in  a knapsack.  Leader:  Nick  Story  (527-0210). 

May  17,  Saturday 

Annadel  State  Park,  Sonoma  County.  Approach  via  Hwy.  12  from 
Sonoma  or  Santa  Rosa.  Turn  south  on  Los  Alamos  Rd.,  go  one  block  and 
turn  right.  Where  the  road  forks  in  a few  hundred  yards,  bear  left.  Drive 
about  ^ mile  and  cross  the  bridge  over  the  canal.  Follow  signs.  Drive 
through  to  the  large  parking  area  at  the  end  of  the  road.  Meet  at  8:30 
a.m.  Leader;  Gene  Hull  (525-6893). 

May  21,  Wednesday 

A mini-trip  for  seniors  to  Lake  Merced  in  San  Francisco.  Meet  at  9:30 
a.m.  at  the  North  Lake  parking  lot  at  the  foot  of  Sunset  Blvd.  Acessible 
by  72  bus  line.  Lunch  optional. 

May  24,  Saturday 

Presidio  of  San  Francisco.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  inside  the  Presidio  at  the 
end  of  the  45  carline.  Transportation  can  be  provided  from  here  for  those 
who  need  it.  We’ll  see  Hooded  Orioles  and  Pygmy  Nutliatches.  Leader: 
Mary  Louise  Rosegay  (561-2889). 

May  24,  Saturday 

Pt.  Molate,  Contra  Costa  Co.  Meet  at  the  beach  parking  lot  at  10:00 
a.m.  See  the  Gull  for  February,  March  and  April  for  further  details. 
Leaders:  Tom  Williams  (548-0939)  and  Fred  Tarp. 

May  31,  Saturday 

Bolhnger  Canyon,  Contra  Costa  Co.  Take  Hwy.  24,  exit  at  Orinda 
and  drive  southeast  to  Moraga.  Turn  left  in  Moraga  and  meet  at  8:00 
a.m.  at  the  entrance  to  St.  Mary’s  College.  A good  trip  for  beginners. 
Leader:  Chris  Carpenter  (376-6802). 

No-leader  trips:  May  7,Tilden  Park;  meet  at  the  Little  Farm  at  9:00  a.m.; 
May  29,  Golden  Gate  Park;  meet  at  the  Chain  of  Lakes,  43rd  and  Fulton, 
at  9:00  a.m.  For  both  trips,  choose  your  own  leader.  Lunch  optional. 

August  15-16-17.  A combination  camping  and  motel  trip  by  charter  bus 
to  see  the  Condors.  Bus  will  leave  Grove  and  Larkin  in  front  of  the  Civic 
Auditorium  in  San  Francisco  at  6 P.M.  and  at  12th  and  Jackson  at  the 
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Alco  Park  Garage  at  6:30  P.M.  We  will  travel  via  Highway  5.  Eat  dinner 
at  home  or  on  the  bus.  First  stop  will  be  Button  willow  at  about  10  P.M. 

Motel  people  make  reservations  with  Garavan  Motel  in  Gorman  for 
Inclay  and  Saturday  night,  singles  16.96  doubles  19.08  each  night.  Bring 
picmc  lunches.  Dinner  and  breakfast  at  Motel. 

c K.O.A.  campground  Friday  night  in  Lebec 

for  83.50,  and  Saturday  night  at  McGill  Gampground  on  Mt.  Pinos.  Space 
has  been  leserved.  Gould  be  eold  (elev'ation  8000)  Bring  your  own 
camping  gear  and  food. 

Private  cai's  camp  on  a first  come-first  served  basis. 

Be  prepared  to  walk  about  3 miles  each  day. 

Bus  fare  will  be  $17.00.  Make  reservations  by  mail  only,  and  send 
check  payable  to  Golden  Gate  Audubon  to  Pat  Triggs,  2038  33rd  Ave., 
San  Francisco  94116,  on  vacation  May  24  to  June  9.  No  refunds  after 
August  12  unless  a replaeement  can  be  found. 

Watch  Gull  for  further  details  or  any  changes.  Organizer  Pat  Triggs, 
leader  Peter  Allen. 


Dates  to  hold : June  8,  Alum  Rock.  Jmie  14,  15,  Yuba  Pass— a camping  trip, 
but  if  you  plan  to  stay  at  a motel  try  Ganyon  Ranch,  Sierraville  on  89,  or 
Sierra  Ghalet  or  Plerringtons  Sierra  Pines,  both  in  Sierra  Gity  on  Highway 
49.  June  22,  Lake  Lagunitas. 


MARCH  OBSERVATIONS 

Evidences  of  a range  expansion  of  Cattle  Egret  into  our  area  continue: 
one  was  at  the  Hudson  Ranch,  Monterey  Go.,  Mar.  7 (fide  MN)  and  four 
were  just  east  of  Los  Banos  NWR  Mar.  23  (DR,  JR,  TT,  JT,  HD).  The 
highest  reported  count  of  White-faced  Ihis,  which  regularly  winter  at  Los 
Banos  NWR,  reached  97  on  Mar.  25  (DR  et  al).  Blue-winged  Teal  began 
their  migration  through  our  area  on  time,  as  a male  at  Valley  Ford,  Marin 
Co.,  Mar.  31  indicated  ( WMP);  more  interesting  was  the  presence  of  an 
apparent  Blue-winged  X Cinnamon  Teal  hybrid  at  Los  Banos  NWR 
Mar.  13  (JL,  SL).  Further  European  Wigeon  records  were  received: 
singles  at  South  Lake,  Golden  Gate  Park,  San  Francisco  Mar.  6-29  (HF, 
BMcC,  et  al)  and  at  Cordelia  Marsh  Mar.  10  (GB).  A probable  Tufted 
X Ring-necked  Duck  hybrid  was  observed  at  Rodeo  Lagoon  Mar.  18-29 
( LCB,  RS,  JM,  etal);  while  showing  many  characteristics  of  Tufted  Duck, 
the  bill  was  tliat  of  a Ring-neck  and  several  other  features  appeared  inter- 
mediate between  the  two  species.  Six  Old  squaws  were  at  Pierce  Point 
Mar.  8 (GB,  BP)  and  another  was  at  Bodega  Bay  on  the  same  date  (JRi 
et  al).  As  usual,  small  numbers  of  Surfhirds  in  breeding  plumage  were 
found  inside  the  Bay  at  tlie  Bay  Bridge  Toll  Plaza  Mar.  16-30  ( CC,  JM ) . 
3 Lesser  Yellowlegs  were  reported  from  Bolinas  Lagoon  Mar.  16  (DM); 
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while  this  species  becomes  more  common  around  the  South  Bay  and  inland 
during  migration,  it  is  still  uncommon  near  the  outer  coast.  By  far  the  best 
shorebrd  this  month  was  a Ruff  at  Los  Banos  NVVR  Mar.  23  ( PM ) . Short- 
eared  Owls  have  been  virtually  extirpated  from  the  northern  East  Bay, 
and  one  at  the  Bay  Bridge  Toll  Plaza  Mar.  8 (AF)  was  probably  only  a 
migrant.  Two  Cassin’s  Kiiigl>irds  were  found  in  Panoche  Valley,  San 
Benito  Co.,  Mar.  26  (DD,  WP);  they  nest  in  small  numbers  in  the  lower 
elevations  of  the  coast  ranges  to  Alameda  Co.  and  this  arrival  date  is  right 
on  time.  The  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  that  wintered  at  a Portola 
\'alley  feeder  disappeared  on  Mar.  3 ( MM ) . 2 Mountain  Bluebirds  were 
seen  on  Pt.  Reyes  Mar.  8-17  ( GB,  BP,  NS,  et  al)  and  2 others  were  on  Griz- 
zly Island  Mar.  27;  this  mountain  species  ranges  into  our  area  in  small 
numbers  most  winters.  A White  Wagtail  was  reported  from  near  Waston- 
ville  Mar.  2 (RM);  if  accepted  by  the  Rarities  Committee  of  the  California 
Field  Ornithologsts,  this  would  constitute  only  the  third  record  for  the 
state.  A Northern  Shrike  was  observed  east  of  Fairfield  Feb.  22  (RH). 
The  wintering  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  Santa  Rosa  left  Mar.  4 
(BMcL).  A belated  report  of  a Harris’  Sparrow  at  a feeder  in  Davis 
(EC),  added  to  the  two  at  Berkeley  feeders,  indicates  that  at  least  three 
of  these  rare  birds  \vintered  in  our  area.  The  remnants  of  last  fall’s  Swamp 
Sparrow  invasion  continue  to  be  seen;  four  were  at  Inverness  Mar.  8 ( GB, 
BP).  Another  Swamp  Sparro>e,  this  one  a breeding-plumaged  adult,  was 
observed  at  Coyote  Hills  Regional  Park  Mar.  16-23  (NJ,  JM,  et  al). 

Observers:  Gordon  Bolander,  Ed  Calloway,  Chris  Carpenter,  Hannah 
DeLew,  Donna  Dittmann,  Anthony  Fisher,  Harriet  Fraser,  Bob  Gill,  Rick 
Hewett,  Ned  Johnson,  John  Luther,  Susanne  Luther,  Brian  McCaffery, 
Baron  McLean,  Martha  Merk,  Pete  Meyers,  Randy  Morgan,  Joe  Morlan, 
Dan  Murphy,  Margot  Nelson,  Wavne  Palsson.  Benjamin  Parmeter,  Wil- 
liam M.  Pursell,  Jean  Richmond  (JRi),  Jolee  Roberson  (JR),  Rich  Stall- 
cup,  Nick  Story,  joanne  Taylor,  Terry  Taylor. 

—DON  ROBERSON.  Observations  Editor 
1728  Berkeley  Way  ^*^5,  Berkeley,  Ca  94703  (841-1763') 


DO  YOU  FEED  BAND-TAILED  PIGEONS? 

Dirk  Van  Vuren,  a zoolog)'  student  at  UC  Berkeley,  is  making  a study 
of  the  use  of  feeders  by  Band-tailed  Pigeons,  and  would  like  information 
from  feeder-watchers.  If  you  have  a feeder,  and  especially  if  it  is 
visited  by  band-tails,  please  write  to  Mr.  Van  Vuren  at  2119  Addison  St. 
^23,  Berkeley  94704,  or  call  him  at  848-4521. 

—NICK  STORY,  Bay  Area  Birds  Editor 
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WAXTED:  AN  EDITOR  FOR  THE  GULL 

^ With  the  June  issue  of  the  Gull,  I will  be  resigning  as  editor. 
1 hose  interested  in  the  position  should  send  a brief  resume  to  G.  R. 
Machlis,  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  2718  Telegraph  Avenue 
^206,  Berkeley,  CA  94705. 

Qualifications  include  the  abilit)'^  to  write  well  and  an  interest  in 
conservation  and  natural  history.  As  a member  of  the  GGAS  Board 
you  will  participate  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

This  is  a volunteer  job  requiring  about  15-20  hours  per  month. 

-PHILA  WITHERELL,  Editor 


From  Your  President’s  Stockpile 


April  saw  members  of  the  Board 
off  to  follow  the  spring  bird  mi- 
gration in  Arizona,  New  Mexico, 
Florida,  Texas,  Trinidad,  and  in 
my  case  to  enjoy  the  opportunity 
traditionally  offered  the  president, 
to  represent  GGAS  at  the  National 
Convention  of  NAS.  Featrued 
speakers  for  this  year’s  meeting  at 
New  Orleans  included  two  top 
ranking  environmental  oflBcials, 
Russell  E.  Train  of  the  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency  and  Rus- 
sell W.  Peterson  of  the  Council  on 
Environmental  Quality.  Fringe 
benefits  included  the  chance  to  ex- 
plore the  wildlife  and  environmental  resources  of  the  Gulf  coast. 


Because  of  a backlog  of  office  work  associated  with  updating  our 
membership  rolls,  the  open  hours  of  our  ofiBce  telephone  will  be  reduced 
as  needed  during  May.  This  will  enable  Vera  to  fully  effect  the  .switch- 
over of  all  GGAS  membersliip  cards  and  other  membersliip  data  to  our 
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Rolldex  Cards  so  as  to  begin  the  new  fiscal  year  with  a fully  updated  and 
much  more  readily  managed  method  of  keeping  track  of  all  of  you. 

MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE:  We  expect  to  have  passed  tlie  5000  mark  in, 
GGAS  memberships  by  this  month.  As  evidence  of  our  steady  growth  we 
note  that  om  membership  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  stood  at  3,056 
in  1972,  3,601  in  1973,  and  at  4,379  in  1974.  NAS  credited  us  with  4,652 
members  on  January  1,  1975  and  we  recruited  280  new  members  in 
January  and  February  of  this  year.  For  this  we  owe  special  credit  to 
director  and  membership  chairman,  Carl  Kindt.  Cmrendy  we  are  lead- 
ing all  chapters  in  the  Western  Division  in  terms  of  our  numerical 
increase  during  the  special  NAS  membership  campaign  which  began 
January  1 and  which  will  terminate  on  June  30.  Should  we  keep  up  our 
momentmn  we  stand  a good  chance  of  capturing  the  $1,000  prize  offered 
by  NAS  for  the  chapter  in  each  division  which  secures  the  largest  number 
of  new  members  during  this  six-month  perod.  We’d  Hke  yoiur  help.  Have 
you  asked  a friend  to  join  or  considered  giving  a membership  as  a birtli- 
day,  graduation,  Father’s  or  Mother’s  Day  gift? 

BOARD  NEWS:  Carl  Kindt  will  be  leaving  tlie  Board  this  year  having 
completed  his  three-year  term  as  director.  Also  leaving  the  Board  upon 
completion  of  a one-year  term  is  Dkector  Harriet  “Hap”  Fraser.  “Hap’s” 
special  contribution  has  been  in  joining  forces  wth  Eleanor  Peterson  to 
meet  the  request  for  field  trips  geared  for  the  less  vigorous  birders.  Since 
a request  for  mini  field  trips  appeared  in  tire  November  Gull  “Hap”  and 
Eleanor  have  arranged  at  least  one  such  trip  each  month  on  which  they 
have  usually  served  as  leaders. 

Three  chairmen  of  long  standing  have  also  indicated  then  intention  of 
relinquishing  their  posts.  Our  conseiwation  chairman,  Paul  Covel,  has 
become  an  institution  in  GGAS.  He  served  as  president  from  1957-1959; 
as  dhector  from  1959-1962  and  since  1962  as  conservation  chairman.  I 
would  cite  Paul  as  one  of  the  most  important  figures  in  conservation  and 
environmental  education  in  the  Bay  Area.  We  have  been  fortunate  to 
have  him  on  tlie  Board  and  grateful  to  have  his  timely,  hard  hitting 
“Covel’s  Conservation  Corner”  in  the  Gull.  Paul  and  his  wife,  Marion, 
plan  some  long-delayed  traveling  over  the  next  two  years  including  trips 
to  Africa  and  to  Australia.  We  feel  sure  that  we  vdll  be  able  to  turn  to 
him  as  a resource  consultant. 

Well  nigh  irreplaceable  will  be  our  field  trip  chairperson,  Pat  Triggs. 
She  has  filled  tliis  post  for  five  years  and  also  served  as  recording  secre- 
tary of  GGAS  from  1958-1961.  No  one  on  the  Board  is  held  in  higher 
esteem  and  affection  by  the  members  of  GGAS,  especially  by  those  who 
have  participated  in  the  wide  array  of  field  trips  which  Pat  has  arranged. 

Also  leaving  the  Board  will  be  Frances  Ellen  Falgatter  who,  since  1962, 
has  served  as  wildlife  film  chairperson.  Frances  Ellen  had  just  completed 
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her  14th  season  overseeing  our  Wildlife  Film  series  and  had  gone  off 
to  Baja,  California  with  the  Oakland  Museum  Association  when  she 
suffered  a stroke.  Efficient  coordination  between  the  trip  leaders  and 
the  Coast  CuiU'd  led  to  Frances  Ellen’s  being  returned  by  Coast  Guard 
plane.  At  this  writing  she  is  at  Kaiser  Hospital  in  Oakland.  Her  many 
friends  can  contact  her  daughter,  Ellen  Smith  at  655-9582  to  learn  of  her 
progress.  We  all  owe  Frances  Ellen  a resounding  vote  of  thanks  for  years 
of  concern  in  arranging  for  the  film  series  and  for  providing  hospitality 
to  the  speakers  and  to  the  Audubon  Board  which  met  frequently  for 
special  affairs  at  her  spacious  home.  We  certainly  hope  for  her  speedy 
recovery. 

KUDOS;  With  the  1974-75  Wildlife  Film  series  behind  us  we  would 
hke  to  thank  our  co-sponsor,  the  Oakland  Museum  and  a number  of 
individuals  who  were  involved  in  the  running  of  the  series:  These  in- 
clude Oakland  Museum  members.  Tame  Hegge,  Donzel  Watson,  Mar- 
garet Hayes  and  Dr.  Bill  Parsons  who  manned  the  box  office;  Warren 
Larson,  a past  GCAS  president  and  our  affable  ticket  taker,  and  Gordon 
Chung  of  die  Oakland  Museum  staff,  who  was  responsible  for  the  beauti- 
fully designed  season’s  brochure  which  featured  on  the  cover  nesting 
Anhinga.  Most  particularly  we  would  like  to  thank  Connie  Hosemann 
and  Loren  Candler  of  the  Oakland  Museum  Natural  Science  Guild  who 
were  responsible  for  handling  a large  proportion  of  the  details.  Loren 
not  only  inti'oduced  the  speakers  but  personally  bought  and  dispensed 
ten  sets  of  season  tiekets. 

Our  Hotline  echtors,  Ann  Greensfelder  and  Shirley  Taylor,  represented 
GCAS  at  the  Yosemite  workshop  in  Oakland  on  April  1 and  again  at 
Jack  London  Square  on  World  Whale  Day  on  April  27  where  a beautiful 
stitchery  banner,  made  by  Shirley  and  featuring  the  whale,  seiwed  as  a 
special  attraction.  Shirley  has  promised  to  let  us  display  the  banner  again 
at  our  June  dinner.  Members  who  have  requested  that  the  monthly  Con- 
servation Hotline  be  mailed  to  them  have  risen  this  year  from  200  to  300. 
If  you  want  to  have  at  your  fingertips  information  as  to  conservation 
issues  which  need  your  urgent  attention  with  all  necessary  details  as  to 
where  your  letters  of  concern  should  be  sent,  phone  the  office  and  ask  to 
be  added  to  the  list  of  individuals  receiving  this  publieation.  In  addition 
to  working  on  the  Hotline  and  writing  letters  wliich  bring  a surprisingly 
high  percentage  of  response  from  agencies  and  legislators,  Shirley  lias 
been  of  invaluable  aid  in  checking  the  accuracy  of  the  membership 
print-out  sheets  from  NAS  and  seeing  that  welcoming  letters  to  all  new 
members  are  sent  out  promptly. 

The  fame  of  our  Northern  California  Rare  Bud  Alert,  (415)  843-2211, 
has  now  spread  to  and  beyond  the  confines  of  our  50  states.  In  the 
February  1975  issue  of  the  Birding  Journal,  Bill  Prineipe,  originator  of 
oui-  telephone  bird  alert,  lists  the  12  telephone  bird  alerts  currently 
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operating  in  the  U.S.  In  the  February  1975  issue  of  Ani6vicon  Birds  in 
an  article  titled  “National  Directory  of  Rare  Bird  Alerts,”  the  assistant 
editor  notes  that  our  bird  alert  was  started  in  the  spring  of  1974  and 
covers  obsei*vations  in  the  entire  Bay  Area  north  to  Red  Bluff  and  south 
to  Monterey.  The  author  states  that  “The  bulletins  are  concise,  ac- 
curate, and  provide  abundant  tips  for  even  the  most  active  birders.  The 
details  provided  by  the  alert  are  practical  and  should  be  valuable.  This 
service  restricts  its  news  to  the  bird  sightings  in  the  area.  Northern 
California  is  fortunate  in  having  such  a first-rate  source.”  Those  of  us 
who  listen  regularly  to  Joe  Morlan’s  three-minute  recorded  message  are 
impressed  with  the  consistant  high  quality  of  each  week’s  message. 
GGAS  subscribes  to  American  Birds  and  the  issues  are  lodged  in  the 
office.  If  you  are  travelling  and  wish  to  learn  the  location  of  the  other 
bird  alerts  drop  into  the  office  or  call  Vera  to  learn  whether  any  alerts  are 
located  in  the  states  in  which  you  plan  to  bird. 

-G.  R.  MACHLIS,  President 

Correction:  Oscar  Burdick,  librarian  with  the  Graduate  Theological 
Union  Library,  informs  us  that  Marjorie  Atkinson  (see  “President’s 
Stockpile”  in  the  April  Gull)  was  a librarian  with  the  Church  Divinity 
School  of  the  Pacific  not  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion.  —Ed. 


HAPPENINGS 

LAWRENCE  HALL  OF  SCIENCE  EXHIBITS:  Two  outstanding 
exhibits  are  on  display  at  the  Lawrence  Hall  of  Science,  UC  Berkeley. 
“Art  for  Science”  is  a stunning  collection  of  the  works  of  11  UC  scientific 
illustrators.  Sensitive  black  and  white  renderings  of  botanical  subjects  and 
a painting  of  hummingbirds,  with  special  dyes  used  to  give  the  proper 
intensity  to  the  males’  throats,  share  display  space  with  drawings  from 
the  departments  of  paleontology,  anthropolog)%  entomology.  Drawing 
materials  are  on  hand  along  with  original  specimens  to  encourage  the 
viewer  to  try  his  hand  at  scientific  illustration. 

A group  of  prints,  etchings,  and  paintings  by  Jesse  Allen  and  M.  C. 
Escher,  on  loan  from  Vorpal  Galleries,  is  also  on  display.  Escher’s 
haunting  symmetries,  though  familiar  fare  for  many,  are  always  a visual 
delight.  Allen’s  vivid,  fanciful  subjects  writhe  with  color  and  movement. 

Altogether,  this  is  an  exciting  show  worth  not  only  a visit  b\it  the  price 
of  a Lawrence  Hall  of  Science  membership. 

A PLANT  SALE:  On  Saturday,  May  3,  the  docents  of  the  UC 
Botanical  Cardens  will  hold  their  first  annual  plant  sale.  Thousands  of 
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specimens  including  lerns,  succulents,  houseplants,  orchids,  native,  and 
rare  exotics  like  giant  lobelias  from  Africa  are  being  offered  at  reasonable 
prices  A sneak  preview  has  convinced  me  that  you  should  be  at  the 
Oxford  Tract  gate  (corner  of  Hearst  and  Oxford  Sts.,  Berkeley)  when 
it  opens  at  10:(X)  a.m.  —Ed.  ^ 


GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS 


For  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch 


In  memory  of:  CAft  of: 

Helen  Dye  Wheeler  Skyline  High  School  Conservation  Club 

Grant  V.  Smith Mrs.  R.  D.  McCulley 

Richaid  Fickes  Ruth  Omatsu 

For  GCAS 

In  memory  of:  Gift  of: 

Edith  Turner  Angela,  Agnes  & Rene 

Joan  Sutcliffe  Danne  & Cam  Jones 

Emil  Reinhardt Danne  & Cam  Jones 

Carlyle  W.  Sather Jane  Dang 


The  Society  welcomes  gifts  in  general  or  gifts  in  honor  or  in  memeory  of  relatives  and  friends. 
Such  gifts  will  be  used  as  specific  by  the  donor,  or  if  unspecified,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 
This  includes  their  use  for  general  GGAS  activities  or  for  special  programs  of  the  Society  including 
Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  of  which  GGAS  is  a co-sponsor.  Please  send  your  gift  in  the  form  of  a 
check  made  out  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.  to  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Johnsen,  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  4 Del  Valle,  Orinda,  CA  94563.  The  Society  is  also  appreciative  of  any 
bequests.  Such  bequests  should  specify  as  recipient  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.  All 
gifts,  donations,  and  bequests  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  CULL  as  well  as  personally  on  behalf 
of  the  Society  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 


Philosopher  George  Santayana  chose  an  April  day  in  1912  to  bring 
his  teaching  career  at  Harvard  to  a close.  While  he  was  lecturing  to  a 
class  in  University  Hall,  a robin  landed  on  the  window  sill.  Santayana 
sighed  softly  as  he  studied  the  visitor.  Then,  turning  to  the  class,  he 
said,  “Gentlemen,  I have  a date  with  spring.”  With  that  he  walked  out 
the  door. 

—Boston  Globe  ( Courtesy  Ethel  P.  Bird, 
San  Diego  Audubon  Society  Sketches) 
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Library,  California  Academy  of 
Science 

Golden  Gate  Park 

San  Francisco  18,  California  941 


Officers 

President,  Dr.  Gertrude  Machlis  (525-8473) 

First  Vice  President.,  Mrs.  Harold  Rosegay  (561-2889) 
Second  Vice  President,  Peter  White  (339-9234) 
Treasurer,  Robert  C.  Johnsen  (254-3919) 

Recording  Sec.,  Bill  Love  (581-4449) 

Corresponding  Sec.,  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Johnsen  (254-3919) 


Directors 

Carl  W.  Kindt  (254-5463) 

Mrs.  Richard  F.  Johnson  (530-7118) 
Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Fraser  (661-4787) 

E.  R.  Henning  (235-4309) 

Wm.  S.  Richer  (441-1551) 

Aileen  Pierson  (587-4163) 


Standing  Committee  Chairpersons 


Conservation,  Paul  F.  Covel  (530-2513) 
Education,  Dr.  James  Clayton  (524-2917) 
Environment,  Tom  Williams  (548-0939) 

Field  Trips,  Miss  Patricia  Triggs  (664-8502) 
Finance,  Leonard  Machlis  (525-8473) 
Membership,  Carl  W.  Kindt  (254-5463) 


Nominating,  Aileen  Pierson  (587-4163) 

Pelagic  Trips,  Peter  V/hite  (339-9234) 

Programs,  Ms.  Dolores  White  (339-9234) 

GULL  Editor,  Phila  Withered  (848-9156) 

Wildlife  Films,  Mrs.  Marvin  Fallgatter  (655-9582) 


Above  are  all  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


Assist.  Ed.  THE  GULL,  Nick  Story  (527-0210) 

Bird  Observations,  Don  Roberson  (841-1763) 

Northern  Calif.  Rare  Bird  Alert,  Joe  Morlan  (654-1358) 

Conservation  Hotline  Editor,  Anne  Greensfelder  (843-2222) 

Office  Manager,  Vera  Paraschak  (843-2222) 

Mail  for  all  individuals  listed  above  should  be  sent  to  the  GGAS  office, 

2718  Telegraph  Ave.,  #2Ci6,  Berkeley,  CA  94705.  It  will  be  forwarded. 

Send  address  changes  to  ofiBce  promptly;  Post  Office  does  not  forward  the  GULL.  Monthly 
meetings:  second  Thursday.  7:30  p.m.  Joint  membership  — local  and  national  $15  per  year 
(Individual);  $18  (family);  includes  AUDUBON  Magazine  and  the  GULL;  to  join,  make 
checks  (no  cash)  payable  to  National  Audubon  Society  and  send  to  GGAS  office  to  avoid  delay  in 
receiving  the_  GULL.  Membership  renewals  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  National  Audubon 
office.  Subscriptions  to  the  GULL  separately  $3  per  year;  single  issues  30d.  High  school  and 
college  student  membership  $7  per  year. 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.,  was  established  January  25,  1917  and  became  a chapter  of 
National  Audubon  Society  in  1948. 

The  Gull  deadline  is  the  first  of  the  month  for  the  following  month. 
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